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Ballooning
fame
VH1 names USC student leader 
one of 40 ‘Internet superstars’
Ryan Holt is an Internet superstar, 
according to VH1.
T he  f or mer  mu s ic  c h a n ne l  i s 
showcasing the infamous video of Holt 
finding his office filled with balloons 
in its upcoming show “40 Greatest 
Internet Superstars.”
The v ideo cl ip found infamy on 
YouTube.com after being posted to 
College Humor as a short version of an 
extended shot of student senators and 
other student government kids fi lling 
Holt’s offi ce with balloons while he was 
lobbying in Washington, D.C. 
When he returned and found the 
offi ce, Holt exploded, berating students 
for using “air that costs money” and 
starting a catchphrase – “Look at me 
being serious.”
The phrase, which Holt said while 
pointing to his own face, has become a 
Web site domain, a T-shirt and a path 
to infamy for the student body vice 
president, now a fi rst-year law student.
Far from his initial anger, Holt looks 
at the prank with laughter today, and has 
also come to accept his dubious fame.
“This is a part of my life right now,” 
he said.
MLK Service Day attracts USC students
More t ha n  4 0 0  USC 
students loaded onto school 
buses Saturday morning and 
were shuttled to nine different 
sites around Columbia.
Some went to the Habitat 
for Humanity store, some 
went to the American Red 
Cross center, and some went 
to the Hope Worldwide 
offi ce.
A l l  o f  t h e m  w e r e 
participating in USC’s 10th 
year of the national Martin 
Luther K ing Jr.  Day of 
Service where volunteers go 
to different places to help out 
doing whatever is needed.
“It’s a great way to spend 
your Sat urday --  doing 
service,” said Monica Hogan, 
a second-year sociolog y 
student.  She, along with 
dozens of other students, 
went to the Babcock Center, 
a nonprofi t organization for 
people with special needs.
Normally, the MLK Day 
of Service for USC students 
is on MLK day, but this year 
the service day was pushed 
back because school started 
after the holiday. 
Tina Zhang, a third-year 
biology student and service 
director, said they didn’t 
know how that change was 
going to affect things, but 
the response was a positive 
one.
“We had over 500 people 
sign up and had lots of people 
show up (Saturday morning) 
who didn’t sign up,” Zhang 
said.  “We couldn’t use all the 
volunteers.”
Students milled around 
the Russell House foyer and 
signed up for the different 
groups, such as the American 
Red Cross, where students 
p a i n t e d ,  c l e a n e d  a n d 
organized the center on Bull 
Street.
“We had 40 spots, and 
they’re all signed up,” said 
Ashley Cole, a second-year 
business student who was a 
site leader for the Red Cross 
group.
Other students signed 
up at the Hope Worldwide 
table, where they would 
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The Shack Campus Christian Ministry is selling ‘Bob 
Day loves cake’ T-shirts, inspired by graffi ti found on a 
USC shuttle bus, to raise money for charitable causes.
Medical school gets funds 
from Greenville Hospital
What started as graffiti 
inside a USC shuttle bus 
has now become an effort 
b y  t he  S h a c k  C a m p u s 
Christian Ministry to serve 
the community. 
It d idn’t take long for 
friends to inform Bob Day, 
a fourth-year market ing 
st udent ,  t hat  somebody 
had written “Bob Day loves 
cake” on a bus seat.
Day said he told a couple 
of his friends from the Shack 
ministry about it, and the 
planning began to make T-
shirts with the phrase along 
with an attempt to f igure 
out who wrote the message.
Garret t Curr y,  leader 
of  t he  Shack  m i n i s t r y, 
described the first time he 
found out the story of Bob 
Day T-shirts and how he 
got the idea to use this for 
community charity.
“We had our Sunday Night 
Shack event and a bunch of 
us went to get pizza,” Curry 
sa id. “Bob starts tel l ing 
me a weird story about his 
friends making shirts with 
Sharpies with his name and 
random phrases on them. 
Being marketing minded, I 
told him if he was smart he’d 
capitalize on it.”
It  wasn’t  long before 
Curry was calling Day back, 
proposing that the T-shirts 
‘Bob Day’ T-shirt 
sales help charity
The Greenville Hospital 
System recently joined with 
the USC School of Medicine 
to help students get into 
medical school. 
GHS donated $100,000 
to the school, which will 
be separated into tuit ion 
scholarsh ips to prov ide 
fi nancial support for minority 
medical students. 
School of Medicine Interim 
Dean Richard Hoppmann 
said the contribution from 
GHS will open up several 
opportunities for students 
pursuing a career in the 
health care fi eld.
“This support from the 
Greenville Hospital System 
will help us in addressing 
t he m i nor it y  phys ic ia n 
shortage in South Carolina 
and the numerous health care 
disparities that exist in the 
state,” Hoppman said. 
K e l l y  H u r l e y ,  t h e 
medical school’s director 
of development, said GHS 
President and CEO Michael 
Riordan made the decision 
for the hospital to help the 
students.
Accord ing to GHS, a 
contribution of $20,000 will 
be made each year for five 
years, to encourage students 
to stay in S.C. to complete 
their medical education. 
More than half of USC 
medical school graduates 
remain in state to practice 
National volunteer day brings hundreds 
out to give hand to Columbia nonproﬁ ts
Chelsea Hadaway
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
Graﬃ  ti inspired 
phrases make money 
for homeless, children
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A makeup artist prepares Ryan Holt for his interview with VH1, about the fame he’s gained from an Internet video.
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Upstate health care 
system donates $100,000 
for minority scholarships 
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A 28-year-old Columbia 
woman said she was sexually 
assaulted in Maxcy Gregg 
Park on Friday afternoon.
Colu mbia pol ice  Sg t . 
Florence McCants said that 
around 5:30 p.m. on Friday, 
a man approached the victim 
on Blos som St reet  a nd 
threatened to shoot her if she 
didn’t give him her bicycle. 
He then led her to the park 
at gunpoint and sexually 
assaulted her, McCants said.
The man then forced her 
to walk down the 400 block 
of Henderson Street. The 
suspect followed her on the 
bicycle until her screams 
began to draw residents out 
of their homes. McCants said 
the suspect dropped the bike 
and fl ed on foot.
Maxcy Gregg Park is less 
than a block away from Five 
Points on Blossom Street, and 
is within walking distance of 
campus.
The proximity of USC to 
the scene of the attack has 
some students nervous about 
walking around campus.
Amy Franks, a second-year 
political science student, said 
she has faith in campus police 
to keep students safe.
“I a lways feel safe on 
campus,” Franks said.
However, Franks said she 
was surprised the USC Police 
Department had not put out 
an alert after the assault.
“They shou ld make a 
note of it or something to 
help people be more aware,” 
Franks said.
Franks said she has heard 
the Moore Arboretum behind 
South Tower and Patterson 
Hall on Blossom Street was 
a place to avoid at night, but 
hadn’t heard anything bad 
about Maxcy Gregg.
“ I  a lway s  s ee  people 
walking their dogs there. 
Everything I had heard about 
that park was good,” Franks 
said.
McCants said the suspect 
is  st i l l  at  large and the 
officer encourages anyone 
with informat ion to cal l 
Crimestoppers at 1-888-559-
TIPS. The suspect is a black 
man who is clean-shaven, in 
his early 20s and wearing a 
dark sweater, McCants said.
William Royster, a first-
year biology student, said 
the attack makes him a little 
afraid for himself and friends 
but said he knows police are 
working hard.
“They should patrol a bit 
more now, but they can’t 
be everywhere at the same 
time,” Royster said.
Mc C a nt s  encou r age s 
anyone who walks around 
campus alone to make sure 
someone knows when they 
left or what time they are 
expected to arrive at their 
destination. McCants also 
said people should use the 
buddy system as often as 
poss ible  a nd a lway s  be 
aware of their surroundings, 
constantly looking around 
for anything suspicious.
The APO Escort Service 
of fers  a  n ight ly shut t le 
around campus for students 
who don’t walk to walk 
alone at night. To schedule 
a pick-up, students can call 
777-DUCK.
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Woman attacked in park near USC
What would you like 
to ask the governor?
E-mail your questions to 
gamecockmetro@gwm.sc.edu
by Jan. 29
Sexual assault victim 
encountered gunman 
in Maxcy Gregg
Coming Tomorrow...
Kelly Bobrow / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Daily Gamecock takes an in-depth look at the progress being made in Five Points as the streetscaping project 
nears completion and the effects the prolonged construction has had on businesses and residents in the area. 
Gina Vasselli
ASSISTANT METRO EDITOR
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockmetro@gwm.sc.edu
Kelly Bobrow / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Maxcy Gregg Park was the scene of a late-afternoon sexual assault where the victim was held at gunpoint. The suspect remains at large, police say.
Get the inside track 
   online at:
thedailygamecock.blogspot.com
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play with kids, help with a 
literacy project and help with 
a gardening project.
Alex Kinlaw, a second-year 
philosophy student and a site 
leader for this project, said 
he has been involved in other 
community service projects, 
but Saturday was the first 
t ime he helped organize 
one.  He said he had “a lot of 
anticipation” and was looking 
forward to the event.
Before heading off to the 
different locations, students 
gathered in the Russell House 
Ballroom to kick off the day. 
“What are you doing for 
others?” Michel le Hahn 
said, quoting Martin Luther 
King Jr. Hahn, the program 
coordinator for the Carolina 
Service Council, opened 
the day by commending 
and encouraging students 
to “share the energy and 
passion” of serving others.  
Vice President of Student 
Affairs Dennis Pruitt also 
spoke to the students.
“I spend a lot of t ime 
defending your generation,” 
Pruitt said.  And it is days 
like Saturday that “bring 
distinction to yourself, to 
your organization,” he said.
M o r e  t h a n  2 0 
org a n i z at ion s ,  s uc h  a s 
soror it ie s ,  f r ater n it ie s , 
and other campus groups, 
participated in the service 
day.  
Zhang and a team of about 
six to eight other people 
has been working to pull 
everything together since 
last spring semester, even 
meeting over the summer.  
“It’s been extremely hectic,” 
Zhang said.  But it all came 
together nicely Saturday as 
the hundreds of students 
dispersed to help honor King 
in service to others.
“You never k now how 
much it means to people,” 
Hogan said.  “But it means 
the world.” 
MLK ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? E-mail 
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medicine, according to a news 
release. 
In S.C., blacks comprise 
more than a third of the 
populat ion and only 5.5 
percent of blacks are state 
physicians, according to the 
news release. The medical 
student scholarship created 
by GHS intends to open 
more doors to minorities that 
want a career in the medical 
fi eld.
“Foster ing careers  in 
health care among minority 
students, and then providing 
the means to attend medical 
s chool ,  shou ld  help  u s 
retain the best and brightest 
students to practice medicine 
right here in South Carolina,” 
Hoppmann said.
The School of Medicine 
offers degrees from doctor 
of medicine to master of 
rehabilitation counseling, 
which include residency 
programs for all graduates.
Nicole Koon, a fourth-year 
early childhood education 
student, said the donation is 
positive for the school.
“I think that it is nice that 
the Greenville Hospital would 
think of our educat ional 
program here,” Koon said. 
“Our medical students are 
the future of the hospital, 
and the donation will help get 
more jobs for the students. 
It is a good thing for our 
school that they would be 
willing to donate more to our 
program.”
Koon said that medical 
students at USC are fortunate 
to have people who care 
enough about their education 
to help them continue their 
journey.
Greenville Hospital System 
is a nonprof it  academic 
health organization that has 
five campuses in Greenville 
County to provide integrated 
health care to communities 
in the county and state.
GHS ● Continued from 1
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actually be made and sold 
to profi t charity.
“Init ial ly the concept 
of  put t i ng my face  on 
a  T- sh i r t  wa s  s l ight ly 
overwhelming,” Day said. 
“Though it was certainly 
humorous, I fi gured that it 
would be another grandiose 
idea  t hat  wou ld  never 
come to fruition. I stand 
corrected on that one.”
T he  m i n i s t r y  p l a n s 
to contribute to several 
community projects this 
semester, funded by the 
money made from selling 
the Bob Day T-shirts.
Curry said some of these 
projec t s  might include 
work with local children’s 
homes and providing the 
homeless with backpacks 
full of useful items. The 
min ist r y a lso hopes to 
work with a facility that 
houses children with blood 
illnesses.
“We are dreaming small 
now, but if they sell well 
we’d like to dream bigger, 
funding larger projects,” 
Curry said.
Curr y sa id he is  a lso 
exc ited about st udent s 
contributing to the projects. 
The idea is to not only give 
money to charities, but to 
really get the students out 
there, working with the 
community.
D a y  s a id  he  i s  a l s o 
excited about the prospect 
of a lot of good coming to 
the community.
“ I ’ m  s h o c k e d  a n d 
humbled by th is at the 
same time,” Day said. “It’s 
a wonderful reminder that 
the Lord can use situations 
that could be v iewed as 
ridiculous and irrelevant 
to ser ve and pour into 
others.”
M a ny  of  t he  p eople 
already members of the 
Shack are looking forward 
to reaching out through 
the shirts, including David 
Glendinning, a first-year 
history student. 
“I think that Bob Day is 
one of the nicest guys I’ve 
ever met,” Glendinning 
said. “I’m so excited about 
being able to help people in 
the name of Bob Day”
Curry hopes for a very 
successful sale of the T-
shirts because of popular 
trends and word of mouth 
going toward a good cause, 
he said.
“With the popularit y 
of graphic T-shirts and 
the advent of things like 
Bustedtees.com there is a 
huge market on random 
T-shirts out there, and 
we’re wanting to capitalize 
on the market by funding 
some charitable causes,” 
Curry said.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu
SHIRTS ● Continued from 1
Holt went f rom being 
k now n for  h i s  work  i n 
St udent Government to 
being recognized as “that 
guy from that v ideo,” he 
said. 
He had to get used to 
strangers stopping him, and 
he usually jokes or laughs 
with them, he said.
What he never got used to 
were e-mails and calls from 
people who had seen the 
video and wanted to make 
fun of him, calling him a 
loser, he said.
His parents even gave 
him a package of balloons in 
his Christmas stocking this 
year, he said.
Holt talks about his “look 
at me being serious” fame 
for VH1 along with Senate 
Pres ident Pro Tempore 
Chase Stoudenmire, a third-
year history student.
In addit ion to ta lk ing 
about the prank and resulting 
fame, Stoudenmire and Holt 
also f ilmed clips to mock 
their fellow superstars. 
Among their peers are a 
woman with 400 glittery 
sweaters ,  a  woman who 
filmed herself on webcams 
for several years, showing 
ever y t h i ng i n  her  l i fe , 
including nudity and sex, a 
couple of strange dancers 
a nd ma ny more  people 
who f ilmed weird, funny 
moments in their lives.
YouTube can probably 
take most of the credit for 
giving these people their 
fame. 
In an age where Time 
magazine’s Person of the 
Year is you, the user, for 
their involvement in making 
the Web personal, YouTube 
was the easiest and most 
popular way to share these 
off-the-wall videos.
Assistant producer Lauren 
Simms from VH1 came to 
Columbia Friday to meet 
and inter v iew Holt and 
Stoudenmire.
She said executives from 
VH1 had been talking about 
doing a special on Internet 
stars for a while.
“Someone was going to 
do [a special], so we fi gured 
we’d jump on it while it was 
hot,” she said.
She was surprised, but 
excited Holt agreed to an 
interview.
“He defi nitely seems like 
a politician in the making,” 
Simms said.
This interview could have 
been Holt’s last about the 
video, he said.
“There’s a lot you can 
m i l k  ab out  i t  but  t h i s 
will probably be the last” 
interview, he said.
Holt said he doesn’t want 
to be judged by the video 
because he doesn’t usually 
act like that. It was three 
minutes of him overreacting 
about something he laughed 
about hours later, he said.
B u t  e v e r y t h i n g  h e ’s 
experienced has taught him 
humility, he said.
For Stoudenmire, who 
fi lmed the video but didn’t 
appear in the short version, 
watching the video’s ascent 
has been fun.
“I’ve spent my career at 
the university following in 
Ryan Holt’s footsteps and 
now it’s taken me all the 
way to national television,” 
Stoudenmire said. 
A f t e r  t h e  v i d e o ’ s 
f a me  b eg a n  to  spread , 
Stoudenmire said, all they 
thought was “where’s it 
going to be next?”
But every time the video 
hit a new media market, 
Ho l t  wo u ld n’t  t a l k  t o 
Stoudenmire for about three 
days, both of them said. 
“In hindsight, we would 
have tried to make money off 
the video by copyrighting 
it,” Stoudenmire said.
T he  s p e c i a l  w i l l  a i r 
sometime in mid March and 
may re-air for up to three 
years, Simms said.
VH1 ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu
Embryonic stem cells not
fantastic cure as stated by 
Democrats, media reports 
Of all the disturbing 
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  n e w 
Democrat ic Congress’s 
“first 100 hours,” perhaps 
none is as disturbing as 
it s at tempts to change 
g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y 
regarding embryonic stem 
cell research.
Few areas of government 
p o l i c y  a r e  m o r e 
misunderstood, or more 
misreported, than that 
regarding this research.
S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e 
research complain (and the 
media dutifully parrots) 
that President Bush has 
implemented a ban on 
e m b r y o n i c  s t e m  c e l l 
research. 
There i s  no ba n on 
research, only a ban on 
federal funding.
Y o u  c a n  d o  a n y 
research you want, but the 
government is not going to 
be involved.
Embryonic stem cel l 
research supporters accuse 
Bush and Republicans of 
pandering to “religious 
f u ndamenta l i s t s ,”  and 
“playing polit ics” when 
they oppose it.
In fact you don’t have 
t o  b e 
conservative, 
Republ ican 
o r  e v e n 
religious to 
see through 
this scam.
Your first 
r e d  f l a g 
s h o u l d  b e 
that none of 
t ho s e  b i g , 
evil, money-
hungry corporations are 
interested in invest ing 
in embryonic stem cell 
research.
Why hasn’t “Big Stem 
Cell” joined “Big Oil” and 
“Big Pharmaceutical” in 
ruthlessly gouging us for 
our hard-earned dollars?
To hear  proponent s 
of embryonic stem cell 
research talk about it, we 
are just a few steps away 
f rom cur ing paralysis , 
Parkinson’s disease and a 
slew of other debilitating 
conditions.
I f  t h o s e  h e a r t l e s s 
mothers in the business 
world will charge $3 for a 
gallon of gas, imagine how 
much you could charge if 
you could make someone 
walk again.
A f ter  a l l ,  a s  former 
Democratic vice presidential 
candidate (and current 
president ial candidate) 
John Edwards assured us, 
“If John Kerry becomes 
president, Christopher 
Reeve will walk again.”
The fact is that statements 
like Edwards’ are not just a 
little misleading or off base 
— they are bold-faced lies.
To  date  t here  h ave 
been no cures produced 
by embryonic stem cell 
research — zip, zero, nada.
Even  s upp or t er s  o f 
embryonic research admit 
that cures are, decades 
away.    
Here’s a good rule of 
thumb: if a research field 
is receiving absolutely no 
attention from the private 
sector, that ’s probably 
because it shows little or 
no promise.
Meanwhile, adult stem 
cell research, which gets 
plenty of private funding, 
a nd  doe s  not  de s t roy 
embryos, is already treating 
conditions as diverse as 
congestive heart failure 
and Crohn’s disease.     
I t ’s  Democrat s  who 
“play politics” when they 
make fantast ic  c la ims 
about embryonic stem cell 
research in an ugly and 
cruel attempt to play on the 
sympathies of the public 
for affl icted individuals.
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IN OUR OPINION
Blame-happy parents 
shouldn’t point fi nger
In another case of shifting the blame, News 
Corporation, the company that oversees the MySpace 
network, was recently sued by a South Carolina family 
in regards to their daughters’ interactions on the site. 
According to The State newspaper, other families 
from New York, Pennsylvania and Texas have all fi led 
similar complaints with MySpace, saying the site is 
responsible for their daughters’ rendezvous’ with older 
men they met through the network that ultimately led 
to sexual abuse.
Talk about déjà v u. 
Sounds like someone took 
a hint from those two girls 
who tried unsuccessfully 
to sue McDonald’s for 
making them overweight 
or that guy who needed a 
warning written on his cup of coffee to tell him the 
beverage was hot.
Irresponsibility seems to be battling short skirts and 
tights as the new fashion trend.
MySpace said it has taken precautions to prevent such 
unfortunate events from occurring, such as requiring 
participants to be at least 14 years old and automatically 
setting accounts of those at the minimum age to their 
“private” setting. The site has also developed a parental 
monitoring device to allow concerned parents to track 
their children’s activity and personal information.
Given that, these parents need a wake up call. There’s 
no point in blaming a popular Web site community for 
its disciplinary shortcomings. Internet predators have 
been around for a while and so has the old adage that 
people should be responsible for their own actions.
Irresponsibility seems 
to be battling short 
skirts and tights as the 
new fashion trend.
Political scam promotes dishonest claim
JACOB
DAVIS
Fourth-year 
print journalism 
student
Left-clicking
not method 
to accomplish 
signiﬁ cance
Time magazine decision 
for ‘Person of the Year’ 
proves to be lazy choice
S i n c e  1 9 2 7 ,  T i m e 
magazine has ended each 
year by choosing a “Person 
of the Year.” They may not 
necessarily be the greatest 
people, but all have infl uenced 
that particular year the most.
Time t r ied to be cute 
for 2006. The magazine 
held  on l i ne 
v o t i n g  f o r 
several weeks, 
a l l o w i n g 
visitors to elect 
the Person of 
the Year. 
H o w e v e r , 
the magazine 
d e c i d e d  t o 
u l t i m a t e l y 
i g n o r e  t h e 
v o t i n g  a n d 
instead elect all of us as the 
Persons of the Year. Yes, us 
— you, me, everyone.
The magazine’s cover had a 
mirror set within a YouTube-
style screen. 
Some of  you  may  be 
f lattered, some deserving 
and others a little confused. 
Personally, I was hoping for 
more from the magazine than 
this lame cop-out.
Time magazine is a staple 
of American news, and this 
year it had the chance to 
make a bold and impacting 
statement in its choice for 
Person of the Year.
Some of those in contest 
for the award were Iranian 
P r e s i d e n t  M a h m o u d 
Ahmadinejad, former Vice 
President Al Gore, Sacha 
Baron Cohen and the citizens 
of Iraq, but instead they were 
merely named as “People who 
mattered.”
I agree that I certainly had 
more impact upon the world 
than Al Gore and his national 
warning to correct global 
warming.
In 2006, the effects from my 
actions far outweighed those 
of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
and the decision for Iran to 
produce nuclear weapons.
According to Time, the 
decision was made based on 
the recent personalization of 
the World Wide Web. From 
YouTube and Facebook to 
MySpace and Wikipedia we 
have apparently affected the 
world.
A nd you t hought  t he 
Facebook news feed was 
just for stalkers. Time says, 
“We didn’t just watch, we 
also worked. Like crazy. 
We made Facebook profiles 
and Second Life avatars and 
reviewed books at Amazon 
and recorded podcasts.” 
Does Time really think it’s 
that diffi cult to suddenly add 
“The Departed” to my list of 
favorite movies?
On the grand real ist ic 
scale, reviewed books on 
Amazon and songs added to 
one’s MySpace page have very 
little impact or importance. 
This recent honor is only 
going to make things worse. 
Most of us will brush it off. 
A few will slip it into their 
next job resume, but a small 
group will take it seriously. 
You know who I’m talking 
about — those annoying few 
who list every movie they’ve 
ever seen in their profi le.
Time magazine made a 
huge mistake in its lacking 
choice for Person of the 
Year. 
We all have the ability to 
change the world in which 
we live, but trust me when I 
say you’ll have to stop playing 
around online fi rst.
IN YOUR OPINION
Cultures must share 
respect, compassion
I  was  of fended and 
d i s app o i nt e d  b y  t he 
opin ion on A mer ican 
c u lt u re  ex pres sed by 
Mona Patel (“Cultural 
Heritage Brings Pride,” 
Friday). 
Patel claims that, unlike 
Indians, Americans have 
smaller families because 
t hey don’t  bel ieve  a s 
much in family and tend 
to work for themselves 
alone. 
Ig nor ing t he soc ia l 
forces  in  ou r soc iet y 
that encourage smaller 
families as opposed to 
those in India, she spoke 
negatively of American 
s o c i a l  n o r m s .  S h e 
misconstrued American 
i nd iv idua l i sm w it h  a 
proclivity to work solely 
for oneself. 
A n y o n e  w h o  h a s 
st ud ied ant hropolog y 
acknowledges the precept 
t hat soc iet ies may be 
different, but you do not 
judge another society as 
“wrong” in contrast to 
your own. 
Her words undermine 
the principle behind the 
feat ure,  t hat cu lt ura l 
diversity is a source of 
pride and strength.
Brandon Sousa
Four th-year pol i t i cal 
science student
Abortion necessary, 
regulated for society
I  a m  w r i t i n g  i n 
response to Katie Mikos’s 
column about casual sex 
and pro-choice (“Casual 
sex encourages pro-choice 
mentalities,” Thursday). 
First , I assume that 
we are to take it  that 
casual sex leads to more 
unwanted pregnancies, 
which leads to abortions. 
Other than assuming, 
she gives no evidence in 
her argument to support 
the claim made by the 
headline. 
T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f 
abort ions occur when 
people don’t have access 
to educat ion or bi r th 
control. It is people who 
do not use birth control 
and fi nd themselves in a 
desperate situation that 
have excessive abortions.
T h e  c l a i m  t h a t 
abortion is the “ultimate 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e ”  i s 
impossible.
A  c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
prevents conception, not 
birth. A lso, if it is the 
“ultimate” form of birth 
control over condoms and 
pills, the number would 
be raised exponentially. 
C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e 
f a c t  t h a t  c o n d o m s 
a re  nowhere  nea r  a s 
expensive as abortion, few 
women actually consider 
abort ion as a form of 
birth control.
One of  t he reasons 
for  keepi ng abor t ion 
legal is so that women 
in desperate situat ions 
are not forced to resort 
to trashcan orphanages, 
unl icensed physic ians 
and unrel iable herba l 
r e m e d i e s .  A d o p t i o n 
c e n t e r s  a r e  a l r e a d y 
crowded, and adoption is 
ridiculously expensive for 
adopting parents. 
W hat  ex ac t l y  doe s 
Mikos mean that abortion 
i s  “ u n r e g u l a t e d ” ?  I 
have some exper ience 
with people who have 
had abor t ions ,  and it 
seems to be ver y wel l 
regulated. Abort ion is 
going to happen, and it 
would be nice if it was 
done clinically and safely 
for the mother so that it 
would be more likely to 
prevent the occurrence of 
problems she mentioned. 
Were it illegalized, that 
would lead to deregulation 
of the practice.
Recent studies have 
been done that lethal 
inject ion is agonizing, 
wh i le  a  fet us  doesn’t 
feel pain until the third 
trimester, when abortion 
i s  i l lega l .  The c la i m 
that we treat prisoners 
better than fetuses is just 
wrong.
Matthew Michaelis 
Fir s t- year  mas te r  o f 
teaching student 
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“Pan’s Labyrinth” is the 
latest release from Mexican 
d i rec tor  Gu i l lermo del 
Toro, famed for his vibrantly 
imaginative fi lms that sway 
between fantasy and science 
fiction.  “Pan’s Labyrinth” 
follows in this tradition of 
del Toro’s vivid imagination 
by telling the story of Ofelia, 
a young and imaginative girl 
who fi nds herself in a remote 
Spanish military outpost 
with her pregnant mother 
and sadistic, high-ranking 
stepfather during the latter 
portion of the Spanish Civil 
War. 
Almost immediately upon 
arr iv ing in t he Spanish 
countryside, Ofelia comes 
into contact with a number 
of  my t h ic a l  c reat u re s . 
T he s e  c r e a t u r e s  s e e m 
to believe that she is the 
lost princess of a world of 
fantasy and magic similar 
to the books of fairy tales 
upon which Ofelia seems to 
be constantly fi xated.  
What follows is Ofelia’s 
pursuit of the fulfi llment of 
a series of three tasks, which 
she is told will take her to 
this magical kingdom and 
reinstate her as princess. 
However, the violent civil 
war tak ing place around 
Ofel ia  a nd  her  mot her 
maintains its frenetic pace 
without regard for Ofelia’s 
fantastical desires.
F i r s t  o f f ,  “ P a n ’ s 
L a b y r i n t h”  i s  n o t  f o r 
children, the squeamish, 
or those who can’t handle 
r e a d i n g  s ub t i t l e s .   A t 
ever y t u r n ,  whet her  i n 
Ofelia’s fantasy world or 
her stepfather’s warr ing 
Spanish countryside, you’re 
c o n s t a nt l y  b o mb a rde d 
b y  g r aph ic a l l y  v io lent 
images.  Del Toro’s fairy 
tale creatures are amazingly 
wel l  c ra f ted but a lways 
border on the disturbing, 
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Ben Stiller plays Larry Daley, a career-hopping father who uses his job as a nighttime museum security guard to improve his relationship with his son.
Stiller’s ‘Night’ refreshingly fun
Actor fi nds comedic 
perfection through 
absurd, chaotic 
museum magic
I t ’s  A c ademy Awa rds 
season, and the dramas are 
playing by the dozens at local 
theaters. But when scanning 
the newspaper pages looking 
for a lighthearted f lick for 
a night out, Ben Stiller’s 
newest film, “Night at the 
Museum,” is the way to go. 
It might look like a movie 
for kids, but “Night at the 
Museum” offers a complete 
package for a kid of any age. 
Stiller plays Larry Daley, a 
middle-aged father who has 
failed all his past attempts 
to f ind a career he loves 
and settles on a job as the 
new night security guard at 
the American Museum of 
Natural History in hopes of 
saving his relationship with 
his son. When Larry takes 
the job he is unaware of the 
museum’s secret — at night, 
everything in the museum 
comes to life because of an 
ancient Egyptian curse. 
F r o m  t h e  g i a n t 
Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton 
t h a t  he  c a l l s  “ R e x ie ,” 
MUSEUM ● 6
 Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Director Guillermo del Toro takes classic fairy tale 
tradition and gives it a dark edge not common in fi lms.
“Pan’s Labyrinth”
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Contemporary story 
mixes fantasy, fright
 Del Toro fairy tale uses violence to make beautiful fi lm
Tyler Mobley
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Liz White
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
LABYRINTH ● 6
Performance of classic novel 
loses power with narration
A transition from book to 
stage can have its problems, 
and Workshop Theater’s 
production of Harper Lee’s 
“To Kill a Mockingbird” 
followed the plot, except 
for a few minor gaps.
The theatrical version 
of the t ime-tested novel 
was translated for the stage 
by Christopher Sergel and 
realized in the vision of 
Workshop Theater director 
Jocelyn Sanders.
The play’s plot did not 
dev iate f rom the novel. 
As with any play or movie 
based on a book, a fa ir 
amount of minute details 
had to be removed because 
of t ime constraints, but 
everything important to 
the story was left intact.
Narration of background 
information on the setting 
and characters in the book 
makes the characters less 
believable to the audience. 
This problem stems from 
t he  w a y  t he  p l a y  w a s 
w r it t en ,  not  f rom t he 
actors. 
The narration, delivered 
through the character of 
Maudie Atkinson who was 
played by Denise Pearson, 
seemed out of place. 
T h e s e  m o m e n t s  o f 
narration seemed random 
and brought too much 
attention to the audience 
and not enough to t he 
characters.
Patrick German
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
PLAY ● 6
“Night At The Museum”
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
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Theodore Roosevelt (played 
by Robin Williams), a group 
of miniatures f rom the 
American West and ancient 
Rome to Attila the Hun 
and Christopher Columbus, 
the museum is a hotbed of 
history, confl ict and humor. 
As the new night guard, 
replacing the three men in 
the older guard team, (Dick 
Van Dyke, Mickey Rooney 
and Bill Cobbs) Larry has 
to learn how to keep the 
exhibits from getting out 
of the museum and, at the 
same time, keep everything 
from going haywire inside. 
If anything gets out, as one 
poor caveman does, they 
turn to dust at sunrise.
This conf lict will keep 
the audience rolling with 
laughter. Stiller keeps his 
usual humor style, while 
Rooney,  W i l l iams a nd 
Owen Wilson, who plays the 
miniature cowboy Jedediah, 
add genius comedic back 
up. 
De sp i t e  t he  c h aot ic 
humor, the film is packed 
with intell igent wit any 
history buff will love. 
Larry has to improve his 
poor knowledge of natural 
history to keep order as he 
tries to communicate with 
Sacagawea and keep Attila 
from pulling him apart limb 
by limb. 
To make Larry’s hectic 
life more diffi cult as he tries 
to impress his disappointed 
son, the old night guards 
attempt to rob the museum 
of its magic. 
La r r y  a nd t he  ot her 
museum characters have to 
save the night.
“Night at the Museum” 
is an hour and a half of fun 
for anyone. Don’t let the 
childish packaging keep 
you f rom going to see 
this good-hearted f l ick. 
It is a surprising gem of a 
comedy.
MUSEUM ● Continued from 5
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
The narrat ion became 
a conversat ion between 
Atk inson and Stephanie 
Crawford, a character who 
was played by Diane Moore, 
which seemed d irected 
toward the audience, rather 
t ha n bet ween t he  t wo 
people on stage. 
There was no fl ow to this, 
because the two characters 
appeared to be sharing one 
person’s lines and decided 
to split it between the two 
of them to give Crawford 
something to do while she 
was on stage.
This was, essent ia l ly, 
where the major problems 
ended with the production. 
Disappoint ingly, actors 
fumbled some l ines and 
fell out of character for a 
couple of moments, but the 
cast easily recovered. 
The play is running until 
Saturday, and Workshop 
Theater  w i l l  f in ish it s 
season with “Urinetown, 
the Musical,” on March 2-
17 and ending with “Ain’t 
Misbehaivin’,” which will 
play April 27 - May 12.
and his depict ion of the 
war revolves around the 
stepfather’s rel iance on 
t or t u re  a nd  a rb i t r a r y 
murder.  
Don’t assume, though, 
that this is v iolence for 
v iolence’s sake.  On the 
contrary, every gruesome 
scene is meant to indicate 
either the violent nature of 
the war enveloping all of the 
characters or the inherent 
violence of traditional fairy 
tales (wolves eating piglets, 
witches baking children, 
etc).  As such, del Toro does 
not skimp on the true, gory 
nature of the fairy tales on 
which he focuses. 
Viewers will be rewarded 
with a visually stunning 
fi lm and a story that never 
lets up.
“ P a n ’ s  L a b y r i n t h ” 
i s  a  Span ish f i lm w it h 
subtitles, and a generally 
gr im f i lm with a lot of 
unhappy people in it. Yes, 
it’s violent, it’s grim, and 
it’s in another language. 
The fact remains, though, 
t hat “Pan’s Laby r int h” 
is a genuinely touching 
movie about the power of 
childhood to overcome the 
darkest of scenarios and 
the vivid (however violent) 
nature of the fairy tales on 
which most people were 
raised.  Plus, it ’s a  , so 
expect a relatively happy 
ending.
PLAY ● Continued from 5
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
LABYRINTH ● Continued from 5
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
 Actor Jonah Hill plays Sherman Schrader, the voice of reason who turns to the other side. 
In “Accepted,” Justin Long (“Dodgeball,” 
“The Break-Up”) plays Bartleby Gaines, 
a recent high school graduate who 
gets rejected from all eight colleges he 
applied to. In desperation, Bartleby 
and several friends create their own 
South Harmon Institute of Technology. 
To trick their parents, the group creates 
a Web site complete with “acceptance” 
options. Suddenly, hundreds of other 
rejects are standing outside of the fake 
college, looking to make their dreams 
come true, too. After taking in a tour of 
the real university atmosphere, Bartleby 
decides to teach the rejects whatever 
they want to learn by using the parents’ 
tuition money for half-pipes, new 
kitchen equipment, and remodeling the 
rundown mental hospital the university 
is calling home.
But down the street at the real Harmon 
College, the administration is working 
to better its reputation by rejecting more 
students and tearing down neighboring 
areas, including the fake college’s 
building.
Once the secret is out, Bartleby and 
friends have to fi ght for accreditation 
before the state’s board of education, 
or face criminal charges for fraud.
— Liz White
One day “Accepted” will go down in 
history alongside “Animal House” and 
“Back to School” as one of the greatest 
college movies of all time. Well, maybe 
not, but it is a hilarious comedy worthy 
of any dorm room movie night. 
“Accepted” is packed with plenty of 
one-liners and great characters that 
seem somewhat exaggerated but just 
real enough to remind you of someone 
you know.  I’ve watched the DVD 
several times now, and it just seems 
to get funnier each time. Unlike other 
notable college movies released in the 
past few years, “Accepted” is a movie 
that anyone can enjoy dead sober and 
without the use of illegal substances. 
Because let’s be honest: if you have 
to be screwed up to enjoy a movie it’s 
really not that funny. 
— Mike Conway
The saga of Bartleby and his fl edgling 
South Harmon Institute of Technology 
is without a doubt one of the funniest 
things I have had the pleasure to see in 
a long time. But below the “explosion 
of fl avor” of this snappy, quick-moving 
comedic tour de force that the long-
awaited DVD contains is a moving 
story of the need for breaking away 
from the bounds of tradition. Bartleby, 
the smart-alec protagonist, is a fi tting 
representative of our generation’s need 
to get away from the conventional 
norms. He challenges the expectations 
of conventional society and, after 
coming through some rough patches, 
succeeds beautifully.
— Justin Fenner
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
Check out staﬀ  blogs
www.thedaily
gamecock.
blogspot.com
Check out
now on DVD
ACROSS
1 Identical
5 Gelatin substitute
9 Patton portrayer
14 Say grace
15 Libertine
16 Bones in   
  forearms
17 Complexion woe
18 Kind of trap or
  dollar
19 Lake __ Vista,FL
20 E.B. White   
  classic
23 Hallow ending?
24 Compass dir.
25 Gov’t air-safety  
  grp.
26 Count me in!
29 Window leak
31 Etiquette expert
34 Mythical bird
36 To some extent
37 Juanita’s house
40 Let out or take
  in
42 Abound (with)
43 Pledge recipient
45 All the same
47 Ben Stiller’s   
  mother
49 Poet Thomas
53 Portion: abbr.
54 “__ Robinson”
55 Leary’s acid
57 Choler
58 This puzzle’s  
  theme
62 Handbill
64 Boast
65 Dismounted
66 Way to a man’s  
  heart?
67 Foot part
68 Change abode
69 Alpine call
70 Pretty twins?
71 Wash basin
  adjunct
DOWN
1 Disunited
2 Anne or George
3 Tomorrow in   
 Tijuana
4 Beholder
5 Incendiarism
6 Chin beard
7 Bee of Mayberry
8 Create new   
 parameters
9 Underground   
 movers
10 Mystery board
  game
11 In single ﬁ le
12 “The Joy Luck
  Club” author
13 Genteel affair
21 Apollo’s mother
22 Pay
27 Latin being
28 Flower support
30 Set up an   
  innocent party
32 Bishop’s hat
33 Small-minded
35 Barracks
37 Numbers pros
38 “Rule        
 Britannia”   
 composer
39 Warbler for one
41 Smallest   
  amount
44 Iniquitous
46 Byrnes and   
  Roush
48 __-Lorraine
50 Remain in   
 hiding
51 Make it big
52 Homesteader
56 Audible breaths
59 Neural network
60 Fish-eating   
  eagle
61 Domesticate
62 Wray of “King  
  Kong”
63 Old card   
  game
65 Census category
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Aries Postpone an outing 
u nt i l  l a t e r  t o n i g ht  o r 
tomorrow. The nervousness 
you feel is your internal 
warning system going off.
Ta u r u s  T he r e ’s  a  ne w 
opportunity coming soon. 
You’ll fi nd out about it through 
the grapevine, or on a bulletin 
board at your corner market. 
Gemini Consult with your 
friends before taking action. 
One of them has part of 
the answer you’re seeking. 
You have the other part.
Cancer Stay where you are 
until you get your marching 
orders.  A situat ion that 
look s  i mpos s ib le  i sn’t .
Leo Keep watching and you 
should be able to tell when 
conditions change. It’ll be 
like a breath of fresh air.
Virgo  Listen to people’s 
opinions, and treat them with 
respect. Be paying really close 
attention to the bottom line.
Libra You’re coming up with 
lots of ideas, but some of them 
won’t work. Try to fi gure out 
which are which before you 
have very much invested.
Scorpio Make plans with a 
very imaginative person, to 
accomplish more using less. 
Conserve, recycle and come 
up with a couple of new ideas.
Sagittarius You’ve suffered 
enough humiliation. Schedule 
a time-out. Go get an infusion 
of  u ncond it ion a l  love .
Capricorn Be very careful 
again today. New information 
is confusing. You’ll understand 
much bet ter  tomorrow. 
Aquarius You’re getting into 
the phase where you have a 
defi nite advantage. That goes 
along with your birthday. 
Congratulations, on both.
Pisces Continue to do what 
you said you would, on time 
and with enthusiasm. You’re 
fi nally going to start seeing the 
money fl ow in your direction.
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus, the self-proclaimed “Greatest Show 
on Earth,” fi nished its Blue Tour this past weekend at Columbia’s Colonial Center.
PIC OF THE DAY
T h e  U S C  w o m e n ’ s 
basketball team traveled to 
Starksville, Miss., in search 
of an SEC road v ictor y, 
but fell to the Bulldogs of 
Mississippi State by a score 
of 87-73. The loss dropped 
USC’s record to 11-9 and 
1-4 in SEC play, while the 
win moved the Bulldogs to 
11-8 and 2-3 in the SEC.
Sen ior  g ua rd  Lau ren 
Simms, who scored a season-
high 20 points, paced the 
Gamecocks. Senior Shannel 
Harris added a season-high 
10 points. Junior forward 
L a k e s h a  To l l i v e r  w a s 
strong down low for the 
Gamecocks as she fi lled up 
the stat sheet with 7 points, 
5 rebounds and 3 assists. 
She also recorded career-
highs in blocks with 5 and 
steals with 3.
F r e s h m a n  Ty s h e k a 
Grimes and junior Imesia 
Jackson paced the Bulldogs. 
Grimes scored a career-high 
28 points, which destroyed 
her previous high of only 12 
points. Jackson countered 
G r i m e s  b y  a d d i n g  23 
points. The play of Grimes 
i mpres sed  coach Susa n 
Walvius.
“She stepped up with a 
lot of confi dence. She shot 
the ball well. We didn’t have 
an answer for her,” Walvius 
said.
One of the keys in the loss 
by the Gamecocks was the 
rebounding of Mississippi 
State. The Gamecocks came 
into the contest ranked as 
the No. 6 rebounding team 
in the nation. They were 
out-rebounded by a 41-33 
margin. The Bulldogs also 
pulled down 20 offensive 
rebounds to the Gamecocks’ 
14. 
The Bulldogs’ rebounding 
was the main difference in 
the contest. 
“We don’t have too many 
basketball teams beat us on 
the boards, and they did,” 
Walv ius sa id. “We have 
tremendous size advantage 
on most  teams we play 
against.” 
She a lso sa id t he way 
the Gamecocks were out-
rebounded said a lot about 
the Bulldogs’ intensity and 
heart. 
The Bulldogs exploited 
was the Gamecocks’ highly 
ranked scoring and fi eld goal 
percentage defense. USC 
came into the contest with 
the No. 16 scoring defense, 
a l lowing opponents just 
under 55 points a game. The 
key was the 3-point shooting 
of the Bulldogs. They made 
11 threes on just 22 shots, 
compared to 5 threes on 15 
shots for the Gamecocks. 
The 87 points scored by 
Mississippi State is the most 
given up by Carolina this 
year.
The f irst half was very 
evenly played with USC 
only trailing by 3 points at 
halftime. The largest lead 
by the Bulldogs was only 6 
points, but USC led only 
once early on by a score of 
11-10. 
Lauren Simms hit a three 
It’s been 224 days since 
the South Carolina baseball 
team’s  11- 6 los s  to  t he 
Georgia Bulldogs eliminated 
the Gamecocks from their 
sixth appearance in seven 
years at the NCAA Super 
Regionals.
“The way we ended it 
last season kind of puts a 
bad taste in your mouth,” 
sophomore f irst baseman 
Justin Smoak said. Smoak 
was  recent ly  na med to 
the Baseball America All-
American Team.
The Gamecocks are now 
19 days away from being able 
to put that loss behind them 
when they open up the 2007 
season against Oklahoma 
at the UNC-Wilmington 
Tournament in Wilmington, 
N.C.
The Gamecocks have yet 
to throw a pitch, fi eld a ball, 
or even take a swing, but 
that hasn’t prevented head 
coach Ray Tanner’s squad 
from being highly touted in 
pre-season rankings. They 
are currently ranked sixth in 
the Baseball America Top-
25, third in the Collegiate 
Baseball Top-30, third by 
the Nat ional Col leg iate 
Baseball Writers Association 
and first by Perfect Game 
CrossChecker.
“I think that this team is 
good enough talent-wise,” 
said Tanner, who is now 
in his 11th season. “But it’s 
a projection, it’s potential, 
it’s something that hasn’t 
happened; so you have to go 
out and do it between the 
lines.”
The Gamecocks incoming 
class of players is ranked fi rst 
in the nation by Collegiate 
Baseba l l  and second by 
Baseball America. 
“I think we’re shaping up 
to be a pretty good team,” 
s a i d  s o p h o m o r e  t h i r d 
baseman James Darnel l. 
“We have a lot of confi dent 
players and a lot of players 
with a great work ethic and 
also some great leadership.” 
USC returns six starting 
players from last year’s team, 
and Tanner expects that 
type of veteran presence to 
help the Gamecocks in tight 
situations. 
“ We pl ay  i n  a  tough 
conference and there’s a lot 
of games in the balance each 
year,” Tanner said. “You’ve 
got to have some guys that 
can help you rally, help you 
come back and win some of 
those games.”
W hen a sked  what  he 
would consider a successful 
season, Tanner put it in very 
simple terms: “You want to 
be in a position at the end of 
the year to keep playing.”
Not e s :  For  t he  f i r s t 
time in school history, the 
Gamecocks begin the season 
with six straight road games 
…They play at the UNC-
Wilmington Tournament 
Feb. 9-11 and then at The 
Citadel Tournament Feb. 16-
18 … Their fi rst home game 
will be on Feb. 23 when they 
host Eastern Michigan for 
a 3-game weekend series 
… The team captains for 
posit ion players w i l l  be 
junior out f ielder Steven 
Reinhold and sophomore 
infielder Reese Havens … 
Captains for the pitchers will 
be junior lefty Arik Hempy 
and junior r ight-hander 
Harris Honeycutt.
Once  t he  Eas t  Coas t 
Hockey League’s season 
reached the All-Star break 
last week, Columbia Inferno 
head coach Troy Man n 
wanted his team to be in 
the 20- to 25-win range and 
near the top of the Southern 
Division. 
Instead, an injury and 
call-up plague November 
and December have caused 
the local hockey team to fall 
to sixth place in the seven-
team division, and with only 
15 wins, they needed to start 
the second half of the season 
strong.
Their f i r st  test  was a 
divisional game with the 
f ifth-place Augusta Lynx 
(20-18-1).
Inferno goalie Todd Ford 
is 3-0-1 against the Lynx 
this season, but he’s st ill 
sidelined with an injury, 
so Mann looked to Robert 
Gherson to pick up h is 
Despite 18 points and 7 
assists from senior point 
guard Tre’ Kelley, South 
Carolina was edged 64-61 
by Tennessee Sat urday 
night to remain winless in 
conference play.
The Gamecocks (10-7, 
0-4 SEC) t ra i led 33-22 
at intermission and by as 
many as 15 in the second 
half before cut t ing the 
lead to just 3 with 2:50 left. 
The Volunteers (14-5, 2-2 
SEC), which shot under 50 
percent (18-41) from the 
free-throw l ine in their 
previous three games, were 
strong at the line down the 
stretch and f inished 16-
22 to seal the win. South 
Carolina head coach Dave 
Odom recog n ized t hat 
Tennessee’s strong free-
throw shooting was key.
“One of the lead stories 
of the game clearly was 
f ree - t h row shoot i ng,” 
Odom said. “They came in 
not being such a great free 
throw shooting team, and 
they shot the ball extremely 
well today. We only got to 
the free-throw line f ive 
times; they were there 22 
times.”
S out h  C a ro l i n a  w a s 
aided by the loss of Chris 
Lof ton,  t he Tennessee 
shooting guard who leads 
the SEC with a 22.5 points 
per game average. Lofton, 
who sat out much of the 
fi rst half with foul trouble, 
had only 4 points before 
being injured less than two 
minutes into the second 
half. Tennessee head coach 
Bruce Pearl was happy that 
his team could pull out a 
victory despite the loss of 
Lofton.
“On the heels of three 
close losses and losing our 
A l l-A merica player, we 
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Top: The 
baseball team 
prepares 
to open its 
new season 
in February.
Left: Head 
Coach Ray 
Tanner tosses 
a pitch during 
practice. The 
Gamecocks 
will start the 
2007 season 
ranked near 
the top.
Spring in the air, 
baseball draws near
Highly-ranked Gamecocks prepare for new season
Cory Burkarth
STAFF WRITER
Wade Payne / The Associated Press
USC’s Dominique Archie, right, shoots against Tennessee’s Ryan Childress in Knoxville.
Men’s team drops again
Carolina loses in Knoxville despite late Lofton injury
Austin Collins
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Bulldogs bully Gamecocks
Michael Finnegan
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Women’s basketball team falls short against Mississippi State in weekend matchup
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Columbia’s Mac Faulkner attempts to score against 
Augusta’s Nathan Marsters Friday at the Coliseum.
Inferno 
lights up 
Lynx in 
shootout
Anthony Battaglia nets 
game-winner in 5-4   
victory over Augusta       
Cory Burkarth
STAFF WRITER
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T h e  C a r o l i n a  t r a c k 
and field team traveled to 
Lexington, Ky., with high 
hopes and expectations of 
success in the important 
Rod McCravy Invitational. 
They were not let down.
The men and women both 
came out and performed 
very well against some of 
the toughest competit ion 
in the nation. Out of the 22 
events in the invitational, 
Carolina fi nished in the top 
fi ve in 14 events.
T he  m e n  p e r f o r m e d 
well with excellent t imes 
turned in by senior hurdler 
Thomas Hill iard, junior 
sprinter Keith Hinnant and 
freshman sprinter Quentin 
Moore. Additionally, senior 
pole vaulter Dan McKenzie 
turned in a top-fi ve fi nish.
Hilliard led the way with 
t wo ind iv idua l  top-f ive 
f inishes and led the way 
in the men’s 4x400 meter 
relay. Hinnant, Moore, and 
junior sprinter Ray Miley 
accompanied him in the 
relay. The four turned in a 
third place fi nish.
I f  t he  men  r a n  wel l , 
t he  women ra n beyond 
expectations. Out of the 14 
top-f ives the Gamecocks 
t u r ne d  i n ,  t he  wome n 
accounted for nine. Top-
f ive  f i n i sher s  i nc luded 
returning A l l-A merican 
junior Shalonda Solomon, 
senior thrower Precious 
Atkins and sophomore all-
purpose athlete Kett iany 
Clarke. Clarke fi nished well 
in the hurdles and in the 
high jump.
T he  most  i mpre s s ive 
event of the day was the 
women’s 400-meter sprint. 
The Gamecocks boasted an 
unequaled mark of having 
six of the top-10 runners in 
that event. Junior sprinter 
Natasha Hastings led the 
way with a time of 52.85.
The Gamecocks showed 
t hat t hey cou ld surpass 
ever yone’s  expectat ions 
for the season with more 
national qualifi cations than 
or ig i na l l y  ex pec ted  by 
anyone inside or outside of 
the team. With the team 
performing the way that 
they did last weekend, there 
are no bars too high for the 
team.
Strong recruiting class 
poised to change the face 
of football team’s future
With Signing Day two 
weeks away, Carolina is 
poised to have it s best 
recruiting class in history. 
The Gamecocks had six 
commitments play in the 
All-American 
Bowl, which 
i s  a  h i g h 
school all-star 
s h o w c a s e . 
A c c o r d i n g 
t o  R i v a l s .
c o m ,  t h e 
G a mecock s 
are currently 
r a n k e d 
seventh in the 
country as far 
as recruiting 
goes. 
They have 11 four-star 
commit ment s ,  and are 
awa it ing t wo f ive-sta r 
recruits and a four-star 
linebacker. Carolina could 
easily jump over Southern 
Cal and Notre Dame if 
those future stars decide to 
come to Columbia. Wide 
receiver Chris Cull iver 
and defensive end Carlos 
Dunlap have made their last 
offi cial visits and are set to 
announce where they want 
to go this week. 
Thanks to the blessing of 
the Internet, college football 
season has become a year-
long obsession because of 
the popular recruiting Web 
sites Rivals.com and Scout.
com. 
If the Gamecocks win the 
Southeastern Conference 
in the next couple of years, 
fans will remember this past 
weekend as the reason why. 
Coach Steve Spurrier and 
his staff hosted seven key 
recruits, four of which are 
committed to USC. 
The crème-de-la-crème 
of the bunch is f ive-star 
w i d e  r e c e i v e r  C h r i s 
Culliver. Culliver is the 
type of receiver that will 
make the highlight reels 
on Saturdays. Fans could 
quickly forget about Sidney 
Rice if Culliver commits. 
Culliver, the No. 19 ranked 
player in the country, visited 
Florida last week but was 
supposedly blown away by 
Columbia. 
Cul l iver told R iva ls .
com what he liked most 
about the campus: “Well, 
talking to the players and 
the coaches. I also liked 
touring the campus and the 
facilities. It was cool to have 
people recognize me. A lot 
of people were coming up to 
me asking me if I was Chris 
Culliver. That made me feel 
good.” 
Expect an announcement 
e i t h e r  Tu e s d a y  o r 
Wednesday.
The other key recruit is 
four-star linebacker Josh 
Bynes, who is deciding 
b e t w e e n  U S C ,  Io w a , 
Auburn and Louisv il le. 
The other uncommitted 
recruit is tight end Weslye 
Saunders who is choosing 
between USC and North 
Carolina.
The other big piece to 
Spurrier’s puzzle is five-
star defensive end Carlos 
D u n l a p .  T h e  N o r t h 
Charleston end would be 
the prize of any school’s 
recruiting class. Dunlap 
is 6-foot-7, runs the 40 in 
4.6 seconds, and is listed 
as the No. 7 recruit in the 
country. It appears his 
decision comes down to the 
Gators or the Gamecocks. 
The ironic thing is that 
former USC defensive 
coordinator Charlie Strong 
is responsible for bringing 
Dunlap to Gainesv i l le. 
Think that will be a factor 
in Dunlap’s decision, which 
will be announced at 5 p.m. 
today?
T h e  f o o t b a l l  t o w n 
atmosphere that appeals 
to Culliver is what made 
quarterback Stephen Garcia 
graduate high school early 
and enroll at USC this 
semester. Garcia, who was 
a teammate of Culliver’s 
in the All-American Bowl, 
is listed in the Rivals100. 
The thought of Garcia and 
Culliver on the same side 
of the ball would make any 
SEC defensive coordinator 
cringe. 
Overall, Carolina has 
11 four-star commits, 12 
three-stars, and 4 two-
st a r s .  W h i le  t hat  i s  a 
terrific recruiting year for 
any school, the difference 
between going 8-5 or 11-2 
is a Culliver or a Dunlap. 
Winning the SEC? Well 
that would require both. 
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South Carolina’s track and fi eld team opened the season 
with an excellent showing in Lexington, Ky., this weekend.
Men, women race 
toward top of pack
Superb showing by track teams at invitational 
gives hope for season, despite fast competition
Michael Aguilar
STAFF WRITER
CAROLINA SCORES 
HEADLINES, PLAYERS
BRIAN SAAL
Fourth-year 
broadcast 
journalism 
student
could have folded,” Pearl 
said. “This situation did 
not bu i ld character ;  it 
revealed character. I saw a 
lot of guys that obviously 
had to step up.”
Two of the players who 
stepped up for Tennessee 
were junior guard JaJuan 
S m i t h  a n d  f r e s h m a n 
forward Wayne Chism. 
Smith led the Vols with 21 
points, while Chism added 
14 points and 10 rebounds.
South Carolina entered 
the game having lost its 
f i r s t  t h ree conference 
games by an average of 
over 30 points, but the 
team played Tennessee 
mu c h  c lo s e r  t h a n  i t s 
p r e v i o u s  o p p o n e n t s . 
Although the Volunteers 
were clearly affected by 
the absence of Lofton, the 
Gamecocks were much 
more impressive Saturday. 
Coach Odom was happy 
with the progress his team 
made.
“I thought we showed 
a measure of toughness I 
had not seen in a while,” 
Odom said. “We played 
better than we did against 
Kentucky because we held 
ourselves accountable in 
practice this week, and we 
did it in the game today. 
It is certainly something I 
think we can build on.”
Freshmen Dominique 
A r c h i e  a n d  E v a l d a s 
Baniulis added 12 and 10 
points for the Gamecocks, 
respectively, with Baniulis 
set t i ng a  ca reer-h igh. 
Senior center Brandon 
Wallace grabbed a career-
h igh 15 rebou nds  a nd 
finished 1 point shy of a 
double-double. 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
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pointer at the f irst-half 
buzzer and momentum 
seemed to be in USC’s 
f a v o r .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
Bulldogs used a couple of 
short runs to expand the 
lead to double f igures. 
The Gamecocks closed to 
within 11 points at 55-44, 
but never got any closer 
the rest of the game. 
USC returns home to 
face the Florida Gators on 
Thursday at the Colonial 
Center. Tip-off is set for 
7 p.m. 
WOMEN ● Continued from 8
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second win in as many tries 
against the visiting Lynx 
this season.
His effort, along with 
four regulation goals and 
two in the shoot out, gave 
the Inferno a 5-4 decision 
over the Lynx in front of 
3,821 fans at the Carolina 
Coliseum.
“Overal l, I think our 
guys battled,” Mann said. “I 
thought we were the better 
team 5-on-5 tonight.”
The I nferno’s  Owen 
Fussey scored the game’s 
first goal with 5:33 gone, 
but the Lynx responded 
twice in 2:18 with goals 
from center Louis Goulet 
and right wing Joe Pereira.
Columbia responded just 
83 seconds into the second 
period when center Mac 
Faulkner got a hold of a 
rebounded shot and was 
able to shoot it past Lynx 
goalie Nathan Marsters, 
who s topped 39 of  43 
shots.
Tied at two goals each, 
Colu mbia  a l lowed t he 
Lynx to score another two 
goals. Augusta right wing 
M ike Er ick son scored 
a shorthanded goal on a 
breakaway and forward 
Ryan Lang’s goal came off 
the face-off and Gherson 
never had a chance to stop 
it.
“After the second period, 
I told the guys they had 
to believe,” said Mann, 
w h o s e  t e a m  r e m a i n s 
perfect against the Lynx in 
regulation this season.
Dow n 4 -2 w it h on ly 
20 minutes left, Faulkner 
scored his second goal of 
the game and fourteenth of 
the year 3:23 into the fi nal 
period. And with 1:34 left 
in the game, defenseman 
Mike Jarmuth tied it up 
with a laser from the blue 
line.
In the shoot out, the 
Ly n x  s cored  on  t he i r 
first try with center Dirk 
Southern’s shot sailing over 
Gherson’s shoulder, but 
Gherson was perfect after 
that, stopping Augusta’s 
remaining four shooters.
Scoring in the shoot out 
for the Inferno was right 
w i ng  Scot t  Sheppa rd , 
and lef t wing A nthony 
Battaglia’s wrist shot over 
Marsters won it for the 
Inferno.
“ We  d id n’t  g e t  t he 
bounces in the f irst two 
per iods,  but we stayed 
after it and played hard,” 
Jarmuth said. “This was a 
great team win tonight.”
Parting Shots: Referee 
Dean Sanborn called 15 
penalt ies Fr iday n ight , 
7 against the Inferno … 
The Inferno added goalie 
Mike Cairns to the roster 
before the game because 
Ford’s injury would have 
prevented him from fi lling 
in … Saturday night in 
Charleston, the Inferno lost 
4-3 to the South Carolina 
Stingrays in overtime but 
still picked up 1 point in the 
standings … The Inferno’s 
next game is a 7:05 p.m. 
re-match tonight against 
the Lynx at the Carolina 
Coliseum.
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Want to 
work for 
the Daily 
Gamecock?
Come to 
the interest 
meeting on 
Jan. 22 at 
7 p.m. in 
RH 305
To place a line classified ad
Phone: 803-777-3888 • Fax: 803-777-6482
E-mail: sholmes@gwm.sc.edu
Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm
Russell House, Rm. 343
www.dailygamecock.com
Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Additional options
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Visa, MasterCard and Discover are accepted
NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!..
Announcements
Mediation at 1202 Main Street
Lunchtime class Tues-Thur 12:30pm
Evening Classes Wed. & Thurs. 7pm
MeditationinSouthCarolina.org
Roommates
F/seeks/rmmte share 3BR 2BA house in 
Olympia $425 util incld. 704-733-5660.
M/needs/rmmte 2BR/1BA furn. $350.
1 blk from USC. Free util. Call 256-2979 
Housing-Rent
LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to 
school. Call 463-5129
Brand New Patio Home for Rent - 
Tired of run-down apts or dorms? Beau-
tiful 2BR 2BA FP vaulted ceilings & 
more! Off Garner’s Ferry $750 Call 
843-200-9738
USC/MIDLANDS TEC/VA 
2BR 1BA $600/MO 730-7466 LV. MSG.
OLYMPIA AREA  Call Jeff 238-9185
2BR 2BA house, very nice, remodeled, 
fenced yard,  CH&A w/d conn, dw rear 
decks. $700/mo
3BR 2BA House total electric $1,000. 
New construction on both houses.
For Sale
BEDS PILLOWTOP MATTRESS SETS
New in plastic. KING $350
QUEEN $250. Will Deliver  447-3037
Help Wanted
PT GIFT SHOP CLERK
Flexible hours, will work with class 
schedule. approx. 15-20/hrs/wk. apply in 
person at the National Advocacy Ctr. 
1620 Pendleton St. Please bring a copy 
of your current class schedule.
Cromer’s Sales Clerk - PT
Cromer’s on Huger St. is seeking PT 
workers for 20-25/hrs/wk $8-10/hr 
Contact Maria 779-2290 x 1005
Todd & Moore Inc. and New Balance- 
Columbia are looking for FT & PT Sales 
Associates. You must be energetic, en-
thusiastic, sports minded, and depend-
able. We offer a competitive benefits 
package, outstanding employee discount 
policy and all the training you will need 
to be successful with us. Applications 
taken M-Sat at 620 Huger St ( 2 blks 
below the Colonial center) Phone 
765-0150 or 225 Oneil Court, phone 
788-9000 or you may fax resume to 
252-7049.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
CPA firm in Forest Acres is looking for 
permanent PT help. Great opportunity 
for an accounting/business major who is 
interested in learning more about work-
ing in a professional environment. 
Please mail resume and class sched-
ule to  PO Box 6838, Columbia, SC 
29260 or fax to 787-9453.
Need a job? 
Apply to be a Carolina Caller at 
sc.edu/carolinacallers. Positions 
available immediately! 
Paid Training! Enjoy great pay, 
flexible scheduling, and cash 
bonuses! Great job experience! 
Apply today at 
sc.edu/carolinacallers or call 
777-4705.
Lifeguards Needed - Myrtle Beach
Spring & Summer! Good pay & conds 
with lodging Call 843-340-9084
eastcoaste2002@yahoo.com
Undergraduate Research Asst. - Word 
processor. Must have 3.5 GPA. History 
Poli Sci or English major. Professor fin-
ishing book 777-4554 if no answer 
787-8452
Help Wanted
Child Care
BABYSITTER NEEDEDPT/FT, flexi-
ble hours, Call Kiki 467-0456
Child Care needed for 4 & 2 y.o MWF 
1-4:15pm; TTH 8:30am-4:15pm. Must 
have transp. Rates neg. Will consider 
different people for days. Refs & back-
ground check req. If interested call 
419-2372 or email m1isa@yahoo.com
PT SITTER W&F or M&F 12-5pm $10/hr 
NE Area. Call 606-0961.
Babysitting needed in Shandon for 4 
children 7,5,2&2. Should have some day 
hrs available during the week and at 
least one night a weekend. Ref req. 
Email inquires to wpeel@bprwm.com
subject line Babysitter.
Energetic sitter needed for twin boys 
1-2/days every other weekday. NE Co-
lumbia. SLED check req. CPR/First aid 
training a plus. $9/hr. Call 622-2909 for 
more info.
Reliable, enthusiastic ABA therapist/ 
person needed to work with  young boy 
with autism. Training provided  790-8141
Irmo Day Care has PT position 
2-6:30pm, M-F working with 2yr olds. 
Exp req. Call 781-5439.
Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Lexington Leisure Center is seeking 
fun, enthusiastic and responsible coun-
selors to work M-F 2-6pm. No Nights/No 
Weekends. Call Justin 957-7828. 
Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 
sports. Great summer! Call 
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com
Help Wanted
Restaurants
Groucho’s 5PTS /Northeast- Servers & 
kitchen for daytime. Apply in person 611 
Harden St.
PASTA FRESCA
Now hiring for Hostess positon. PM 
hours great PT job for students.
Apply in person at 3405 Forest Drive.
LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE 
(off Decker)
Currently accepting applications for all 
positions. Looking for GREAT people to 
deliver GREAT service in a fun, team 
oriented setting. Please apply in 
person: 2760 Decker Blvd. or call 
736-7464
Help Wanted
Restaurants
LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE 
IN THE VISTA 
IS NOW HIRING!
We’re looking for friendly and outgoing 
servers and hosts. Applicants must be 
available at least 2/wk/day lunches. 
Apply in person M-F 2-4pm at 
902-A Gervais St.
OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE
Our Harbison location is hiring Cooks, 
Bussers and Hostesses. We offer flexi-
ble scheduling, Dinner Only, meal 
benefits & more. Apply in person 
M-Thur 2-4 @ 252 Harbison Blvd. 
Only 15 minutes from USC.  
Help Wanted
Runners
RUNNER - Downtown law firm has  im-
mediate opening. Responsibilities includ-
ing filing legal documents at court-
houses, making local deliveries, making 
bank deposits, delivering faxes, process-
ing mail, making copies, and filing. Open 
work schedule is M-F  8:30Aam-1pm or 
1-6pm.  Salary is $7/hr and mileage re-
imbursement is $.48.5/mile. Candidates 
must be dependable and have a valid 
driver’s license and reliable transporta-
tion. Please apply in person  at Rich-
ardson, Plowden, Carpenter & Robin-
son, PA, 1900 Barnwell St. and bring 
a copy of your class schedule. EOE
Law Firm on Main St. has immediate 
opening for runner. Mornings & After-
noons.  Call 799-8600.
Opportunities
Sales-Ins. $75K+per yr. selling
Mortgage protection W/FREE 
Mailed in leads. Mgmt. Oppty. 
Please call: 1-800-844-3158
Work Study
Opportunities
Student assistant in Department.of Stu-
dent Life  Central Office. Duties include 
making photocopies, data entry, prepar-
ing mailouts, handling incoming and out-
going  mail as as well as hand delivering 
paperwork on campus. Student will be 
primarily working fort the Associate Vice 
President’s staff, and other departments 
as assigned. MUST HAVE A WORK 
STUDY GRANT. Please call Billie Gre-
sock at 777-6688.
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